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ready to dispatch an army to the support of the Palatinate cause. But in the meantime, one by one, the last garrisons of Protestantism were falling into the hands of Tilly.
There was another obstacle in the way of the match which Charles and Buckingham had apparently never remotely anticipated. The young Spanish Infanta, whose charm lay rather in her exquisite colouring than in regularity of features, was now almost seventeen.    Her feir complexion and reddish curls won universal envy and admiration from the olive-hued senoritas who attended her whilst her gentle disposition made her beloved by all. But underneath her apparent docility she had a strong will, and was deeply upset by the suggestion to marry her to a Protestant Prince. Her brother loved her well enough to listen to her openly avowed dislike of the whole idea, but Olivares was determined not to sacrifice his schemes to a woman's whims, and theologians were brought before her to urge the magnificent prospect of bringing a heretic nation back to the Papal fold. Under combined persuasion, her zeal conquered her reluctance, and she declared herself ready for the sacrifice.
On December and, 1622, the King of Spain presented Bnstol with the marriage articles, demanding freedom of worship in their own houses for the English Roman Catholics, complete liberty in religious matters for the Iruanta's household, and the education of her children in their mother's faith until at least the age of nine. Thus mildly did Spain open her campaign for the Roman Cathohcs in England! With regard to the Palatinate question, the Spaniards declared that it would be impossible for the Spanish King to deliver a seventy days' ultanatum to the Emperor. Yet Bristol-to his future detnment-assured James that the Spaniards were in earnest about the match, and that he failed to see how they
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